Why atherosclerotic vessels narrow: the fibrin hypothesis.
We have tried to offer a unifying hypothesis tying vessel wall narrowing in atherosclerotic plaques to plaque rupture and healing (Fig. 7). This hypothesis is supported by evidence that smooth muscle cells are capable of interacting with a fibrin clot, specifically contracting a fibrin clot, and that inhibition of coagulation prevents narrowing of injured vessels. This work also presents alpha 5 beta 1 and a bridge protein, fibronectin, as possible targets to be used in pharmaceutical intervention to inhibit atherosclerosis progression.